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Global Studies: Suggested Plan of Study* | Department of Global Studies Undergraduate Advising | SSMS 2006, ​https://www.global.ucsb.edu/undergrad 
Global Studies B.A., ​2018-2019​ catalog requirements 

Year at UCSB Fall Winter Spring 

Freshman 
(1st) 
Acclimate to life at 
UCSB 
 
Start researching 
UCEAP programs if 
you’d like to study 
abroad 

● GE​ requirements 
● Global Studies ​preparation for the major​ requirements: 

○ Prep areas II​ and ​III​ (overlap with GEs if possible!)  
○ Start a ​foreign language​* OR continue and build on your language background from high 

school study (including taking placement tests as necessary) - see note* below 
● Global 1 and/or 2​, if possible 

Sophomore 
(2nd) 
Visit Career 
Services for 
researching your 
next steps (jobs, 
internships, 
graduate school?) 
 
Apply for UCEAP if 
desired 

● Global 1 + 2​ (if not completed freshman year) 
● Finish ​GE​ requirements 
● Continue and/or complete ​foreign language​ requirement* 
● Consider ​studying abroad​ (optional, but recommended) and completing your application materials in 

late fall quarter (for fall/summer/full year programs) and winter quarter (for spring programs) 
● Once ​90 units​ are complete and ​junior standing​ is earned: 

○ Global upper division electives (​Area IIA​ courses) 
○ Start ​Area IIB​ (if desired) and ​Area III region courses 
○ Upper division electives​ (24 upper division units beyond basic Global Studies requirements 

needed to meet the 60 upper division unit minimum to graduate) 
● Start planning for a ​double major and/or minor, if interested 

Junior (3rd) 
 
Visit Career Services 
for planning your next 
steps (jobs, 
internships, graduate 
school?) and 
investigate workshops 
and career fairs 
 
Study abroad with 
UCEAP for all or part 
of the year (optional) 

Continuing students:  
● Try for 1-2 Global core upper division courses (​110/120/130​) 
● Global upper division electives (​Area IIA courses​) 
● Area IIB​ courses (if desired) and ​Area III region courses​ (total of 6 split across the two areas, see major sheet for 

full breakdown and options) 
● Any ​last GE​s/can’t get into Global classes? ​Upper division electives​ (24 upper division units beyond basic Global 

Studies requirements needed to meet the 60 upper division unit minimum to graduate) 
● Continue/finish your ​foreign language​ requirement 

Junior transfers:  
● Complete ​Global 1 and 2​ in your 1st quarter at UCSB, then try for 1-2 Global core upper division courses 

(​110/120/130​)  
● Continue/finish your ​foreign language​ requirement (make plans to catch up during summer/online/community 

college if far behind to complete the full requirement as outlined below) 
● See above for continuing students’ suggested course planning 

Senior (4th) 
Last chance to 
study abroad! 
(pending a careful 
review of your 
graduation status - fall 
semester is easiest) 
 
Visit Career 
Services for 
planning your next 
steps 

● Complete Global core upper division courses (​110/120/130​) 
● Complete remaining upper division electives (​Area II and III​) 
● Complete any remaining ​foreign language​ requirements + any ​remaining Global prep area II/III 

courses + any ​remaining GE​ requirements 
● Complete any ​remaining double major/minor/upper division elective units​ towards graduation 

*Foreign language note​: The full foreign language requirement is: 
● quarter 6 (or the equivalent, via placement test or credit from another approved institution) of one language...  
● PLUS​ one additional year of your choice of ​EITHER  

○ 12 units of advanced and/or upper division courses taught in the same language (same language as the “quarter 6 or 
equivalent” language)  

○ one additional beginning year (or, the quarter 3 equivalent) of a different language (in some cases, 3+ years of high 
school language credit can be used for this by petition)  

Note:​ ​This is intended as a ​suggested​ plan of study only - each individual student’s circumstances will by necessity customize this plan. ​While many 
students do finish Global Studies major requirements quickly enough to graduate early, the major is ​impacted​ and therefore ​cannot 
guarantee​ an early graduation for any student (just an on-time graduation, within 4 years). The department also cannot guarantee 
access to every course in every quarter - it is each student’s responsibility to make sure they are reading all posted and emailed 
advising information in order to graduate on schedule. 
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