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In order to qualify for admission into the Global Studies Major, students must complete Global Studies 1 and 2 with a UC grade-point 

average of 2.7 or above.  In addition, students must complete three History courses in ONE of the regions or clusters listed below with 

a UC grade-point average of 2.0 or above. 

PRE-MAJOR             UNITS YET TO COMPLETE 

I. Global Studies 1, 2 .............................................................................................................................................................................. 8______ 

II. Completion of three History courses, chosen from ONE of the following sequences/clusters:  
2A-B-C (World); 2A, 4B, 4C (Europe); 49A-B-C (Africa); 8, 17A-B-C, 56 (Americas); 46A, 46B, 80, 87, 88 (Asia & Middle East)  ....12______ 

PREPARATION FOR THE MAJOR              

I. One course from the following:  Anthropology 2; Economics 1, 2; Environmental Studies 1, 3; Feminist Studies 20, 30;  
 Geography 5; Political Science 6, 7; Religious Studies 1; Sociology 1 ................................................................................................... 4______ 

II. Completion of quarter six (or equivalent) of a modern foreign language ............................................................................................. 0-5______ 

III.   Completion of one additional year of a modern foreign language ..................................................................................................... 0-15______ 
 a)  SAME as Area II:  Advanced and/or upper division courses in that language (12 units) 
 b)  DIFFERENT language:  Beginning year of a language (0-15 units)  

UPPER-DIVISION MAJOR 

36 UD units distributed as follows (excluding Global Studies courses no more than 12 of the 36 units may be from the same department): 

I. Global Studies 110, 120, 130 ..............................................................................................................................................................12______ 

II.    Three or four courses selected from the following electives in Global Topics (at least TWO from Area A) .......................................12-16______ 

A.    Global Studies 102, 104, 111, 118, 123, 124, 135, 136, 138, 147, 148, 155, 157, 158, 159, 161, 162, 163, 165, 168, 
171, 172, 173, 174, 192, 194, 197 

B.    Anthropology 110, 111, 114, 116B, 122, 125, 139, 146, 148A, 172, 185; Art History 119B, 119D, 136I, 136J; Asian 

American Studies 107, 110,  130; Black Studies 126, 152, 161, 175; Chicana/o Studies 149, 178A, 177; Comparative 

Literature 171; Economics 114A-B, 180, 181; English 122LE; Environmental Studies 112, 116, 130A-B-C, 131, 132, 
134EC, 149, 184, 185, 188; Feminist Studies 150; Film and Media Studies 122AC,163; Geography 108, 141A-B, 182; 
History 105A, 108, 167E,   191A-B-C, 193F; Linguistics 130; Political Science 109, 121, 124, 146, 147, 171, 175;  Religious 

Studies 102A, 106, 113, 131D, 138B, 193B; Sociology 122GI, 130, 130GR, 130SG, 134CJ, 134F, 134R, 153, 185DG  

III.   Two or Three courses selected from one of the following geographic regions:  ................................................................................. 8-12______ 

A. Africa: Art History 127A-B; Anthropology 156; Black Studies 100, 104, 130A-B, 162, 165, 171; English 190AL; 
French 154G; History 147B-D-G, 148AU, 148B, 148SA 

B. The Middle East: Art History 132G, 132J; Global 158; History 145D, 146, 146T, 146W, 171ME; Political Science 150A; 

Religious Studies 111, 119A-B-C-D, 131H, 140A-B-F, 181B-C-D-F, 185; Sociology 130ME 

C. South Asia, Southeast Asia and the Pacific: Anthropology 136, 142; Art History 136V; EACS140; English 122AP, 
133TL, 165LP; Film and Media Studies 124; History 189M; Religious Studies 140D, 158C, 162A-C-E, 169 

D. East Asia: Art History 134D, 134F; Chinese 170, 171, 172, 176, 183A-B, 185B; EACS 103A-B-C, 130, 140, 141, 166, 180, 
186; Film and Media Studies 120, 121; History 182B, 185B, 187B-C; Japanese 112, 150, 159, 162, 164, 165,; 
Korean 113, 120, 139, 175; Political Science 136; Religious Studies 164B 

E.    North America: Art History 121C-D; Asian American Studies 100AA-ZZ, 118, 122, 127, 128, 132, 137, 164, 

156; Black Studies 127, 142, 169CR, 172, 174; Chicana/o Studies 138, 152, 168B, 171, 180, 183, 189; 
English 104A, 133GC, 191; Environmental Studies 122NE; Geography 150; History 106D, 109, 159C, 
164IA-IB, 166A-B-C-D, 167CB, 168AA-ZZ, 170A-B, 171C-D, 174C, 175A-B, 179B; Music 114; 
Political Science 127, 134; Religious Studies 138D, 140E, 147, 152, 155; Sociology 155A; Spanish 139 

        F. Latin America: Anthropology 113, 117, 134, 135, 141; Chicana/o Studies 141, 177; Film and Media Studies 126, 

127, 127M; Geography 155; Global 147, 148; History 151B-C-FQ-G, 153L, 154LB, 156B, 157B, 158; 
Latin American and Iberian Studies 100, 101, 102; Political Science 134, 148A; Portuguese 115AA-ZZ, 
128AA-ZZ, 125B; Sociology 130LA, 134LA; Spanish 120A-B, 190  

G. Europe & Eurasia: Comparative Literature 113, 122A, 161; English 104B, 150, 184; Film and Media Studies 122IT; 
French 153E-F, 154D-E, 155C-D, 156B; Geography 159; German 111, 151C, 179A, 179C; History 123A-B-C, 

124B, 133B-C-D-Q, 135B-C, 137B, 141B, 155B; Italian 142X, 161AX, 179X, 180Z; Political Science 128, 143; 
Portuguese 120A, 125A; Slavic 123C-D, 130A-B-C-D, 151C, 152B, 152C, 164C, 182; Spanish 126, 153  

MAJOR REGULATIONS 

PREREQUISITES ........................................ Check the General Catalog for the prerequisites to all listed courses. 

P/NP GRADING OPTION .......................... Not allowed for any major course (Prep or UD major), including courses applied to the major from other departments.  

SUBSTITUTIONS ........................................ In the major requirements permissible only by petition to the department chair and dean. 

RESIDENCE REQUIREMENTS .............. At least 20 UD units in major while in residence at UCSB. 

G.P.A. REQUIREMENTS........................... At least 2.0 overall average in all upper-division major courses and all courses (Prep and UD) for the major. 

DOUBLE MAJORS...................................... With the approval of each department chairperson, up to a total of 8 units may be applied simultaneously to both UD majors.  
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Global Studies: Suggested Plan of Study* | Department of Global Studies Undergraduate Advising | SSMS 2006, https://www.global.ucsb.edu/undergrad 
Global Studies B.A., 2019-2020 and beyond catalog requirements 

Year at UCSB Fall Winter Spring 

Freshman (1st) 
 
Pre-Global Studies 
status* 
 
Acclimate to life at 
UCSB + start 
researching UCEAP 
programs if you’d like 
to study abroad 

● Work on GE requirements 
● Global Studies pre-major requirements: 

○ Global 1 and/or 2, if possible (complete by 2nd year) with a 2.7+ GPA 
○ 3 history courses selected from one cluster/sequence (see major sheet) - with a 2.0+ GPA 

● Global Studies preparation for the major requirements: 
○ Prep area I (overlap with GEs if possible!)  
○ Start a foreign language* OR continue and build on your language background from high school study 

(including taking placement tests as necessary) - see note* below 

Sophomore 
(2nd) 
Pre-Global/ 
moving towards full 
Global Studies major 
status*  
 
Visit Career Services 
for researching your 
next steps (jobs, 
internships, graduate 
school?) 
 
Apply for UCEAP if 
desired 

● Finish Global Studies pre-major requirements (see above + major requirements sheet), then “change your major” 
to full Global Studies (pending successful completion of pre-major)  

● Continue and/or complete foreign language requirement* and preparation for the major area I and GE 
requirements 

● Consider studying abroad (optional, but recommended) and completing your application materials in late fall 
quarter (for the next year’s fall/summer/full year programs) and winter quarter (for for the next year’s spring 
programs) 

● Once 90 units are complete and full Global Studies major status + junior standing are earned: 
○ Global upper division electives (Area IIA courses) 
○ Start Area IIB (if desired) and Area III region courses 
○ Upper division electives (24 upper division units beyond basic Global Studies requirements needed to 

meet the 60 upper division unit minimum to graduate) 
● Optional: Start researching and planning a minor, a double major, and/or a UCSB PaCE program if interested 

Junior (3rd) 
 
Petition for full Global 
Studies major status* 
 
Study abroad with 
UCEAP for all or part 
of the year (optional) 
 
Visit Career Services 
for planning your next 
steps (jobs, 
internships, graduate 
school?) and 
investigate workshops 
and career fairs 

Continuing students:  
● Make sure pre-major requirements are completed and that you’ve filed to change your major from Pre-Global 

Studies to full Global Studies 
● Try for 1-2 Global core upper division courses (110/120/130) 
● Global upper division electives (Area IIA courses), Area IIB courses (if desired) and Area III region courses (total 

of 6 split across the two areas, see major sheet for full breakdown and options) 
● Any last GEs/can’t get into Global classes? Upper division electives (24 upper division units beyond basic Global 

Studies requirements needed to meet the 60 upper division unit minimum to graduate) 
● Continue/finish your foreign language requirement 

Junior transfers and any students changing their major to Pre-Global Studies into their junior year:  
● Carefully check to see that you’ve completed the Pre-Major requirements (and complete them if not - complete 

Global 1 and 2 in your 1st quarter at UCSB) 
● Try for 1-2 Global core upper division courses (110/120/130)  
● Continue/finish your foreign language requirement (make plans to catch up during summer/online/community 

college if far behind to complete the full requirement as outlined below) 
● See above for continuing students’ suggested course planning 

Senior (4th) 
Last chance to study 
abroad! (pending a 
careful review of your 
graduation status - fall 
semester is easiest) 
 
Career Services visits: 
attend workshops + 
events 

● Complete Global core upper division courses (110/120/130) 
● Complete remaining upper division electives (Area II and III) 
● Complete any remaining foreign language requirements + any remaining Global prep area II/III courses + any 

remaining GE requirements, ideally through upper division course options 
● Complete any remaining double major/minor/upper division elective units towards graduation 

 
*Pre-Global Studies to full Global Studies notes: upon completing the pre-major requirements successfully (see major sheet for details), the student 
will file a petition with the undergraduate advisor to shift the major from Pre-Global Studies to full Global Studies status 
*Foreign language notes: The full foreign language requirement is: 

● quarter 6 (or the equivalent, via placement test or credit from another approved institution) of one language...  
● PLUS one additional year of your choice of EITHER  

○ 12 units of advanced and/or upper division courses taught in the same language (same language as the “quarter 6 or equivalent” 
language)  

○ one additional beginning year (or, the quarter 3 equivalent) of a different language (in some cases, 3+ years of high school language 
credit can be used for this by petition)  

Note: This is intended as a suggested plan of study only - each individual student’s circumstances will by necessity customize this plan. While many 
students do finish Global Studies major requirements quickly enough to graduate early, the major is impacted and therefore cannot guarantee an early 
graduation for any student (just an on-time graduation, within 4 years). The department also cannot guarantee access to every course in every quarter - 
it is each student’s responsibility to make sure they are reading all posted and emailed advising information in order to graduate on schedule. 
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